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,&7�7LS�RI�WKH�:HHN 
Safer Internet Day 2021 – Tuesday 9th February 
Separating fact from fiction:  Half of young people encounter misleading content online on a daily 
basis.  Research reveals the new challenges young people face in identifying misleading content, at 
a time when being online is more important than ever. 
 77% of young people say being online is a more important part of their life than ever before, with 
65% enjoying online lessons during lockdown amidst school closures. 
48% of young people are seeing misleading content every day, with more than one in 10 seeing it 
more than six times a day - often leaving them feeling annoyed, upset, sad, angry, attacked or 
scared. 
43% of young people have noticed their friends and peers sharing misleading content (such as fake 
news) online. 
62% of young people have had friend requests from people they don’t know. 
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